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SUBJECT: PROPOSED VISIT TO IRAQ BY SENATOR KENNEDY 
BEIRUT POUCH BAGHDAD 

1. DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN INFORMED THAT SENATOR EDWARD 
KENNEDY (D-MASS.) PLANS TRIP TO MIDDLE EAST IN MAY AND 
HOPES TO INCLUDE IRAQ ON ITINERARY. PRESENT PROPOSAL IS 
FOR STOP-OVER IN BAGHDAD ABOUT MAY 24-26. SENATOR WANTS 
TO DISCUSS OIL ISSUES WITH IRAQIS AND WOULD DOUBTLESS ALSO 
BE INTERESTED IN CURRENT SITUATION RE KURDS. 

2. SENATOR'S OFFICE HAS ALREADY INFORMED AMIN HASSAN AT 
IRAQI INTERESTS SECTION OF PROPOSED TRIP. HASSAN SAID HE 
WOULD INFORM BAGHDAD IMMEDIATELY AND LATER TOLD NEA/ARN 
THAT HE HAD IN FACT SENT LETTER TO MFA WITH RECOMMENDATION 
THAT KENNEDY BE ALLOWED TO VISIT BAGHDAD. HASSAN DECLINED 
TO SPECULATE ON PROBABLE MFA REACTION TO THIS RECOMMENDA- 
TION. 

3. USINT REQUESTED TO APPROACH GOI RE KENNEDY'S INTEREST IN 
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TO INFORM DEPARTMENT ASAP OF GOI RESPONSE. IE RESPONSE 
IS EAVORABLE, KENNEDY'S OFEICE HAS REQUESTED ASSISTANCE IN 
SETTING UP MEETINGS WITH APPROPRIATE OEEICIALS AND USINT 
SHOULD ASSIST WITH THESE ARRANGEMENTS. SUGGESTIONS ON 
POSSIBLE SIDE TRIPS ALSO WELCOME. (SENATOR EXPRESSED 
INTEREST IN BABYLON AND NINEVAH, POSSIBLY SAMARRA.) KISSINGER 
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